The starting-point of these researches is the now It seemed to us that an accurate and profitable study upon the action of the removal of the ovaries in cases of osteo-malacia could not be made without first studying the changes which take place in the metabolism after castration in healthy conditions. It is a well-known fact in rural economy that animals when castrated get fat; but a scientific investigation for the purpose of ascertaining the reason of this abnormal accumulation of fat in the system, and the eventual changes in metabolic activity, of respiration, and the composition of urine after such operation, has never been accomplished.
gone so far as to deny to castration any therapeutic value. We know, in fact, Petrone's studies, which tend to demonstrate that the good effects upon the disease are only due to the chloroformisation rather than to the removal of the ovaries, and a new voice of protest has been raised against this operation, which has been really abused, having been carried out in cases where it was not advisable.
It seemed to us that an accurate and profitable study upon the action of the removal of the ovaries in cases of osteo-malacia could not be made without first studying the changes which take place in the metabolism after castration in healthy conditions. It is a well-known fact in rural economy that animals when castrated get fat; but a scientific investigation for the purpose of ascertaining the reason of this abnormal accumulation of fat in the system, and the eventual changes in metabolic activity, of respiration, and the composition of urine after such operation, has never been accomplished.
We therefore thought that it would be useful before undertaking an experimental study upon osteo-malacia, in accordance with the new scientific serological views, to fill this gap. Our work upon the subject, which will shortly be published in full, has not been fruitless.
In this preliminary note our sole object is that of calling attention only to one fact of modified metabolism after castration, which seems to be of no small importance in explaining the useful partly from the products of waste of the tissues, which contain phosphoric organic substances (lecytines, nucleines, iecorines), and mostly from the discharge of the earthy phosphates contained in the bones. Now, as the feeding of animals experimented upon remains the same before and after castration, we are induced to believe that the decrease in the elimination of the phosphates must not depend upon the introduction of a smaller quantity of them through the food, but upon a diminished oxidation of phosphorus existing in an organic form in the tissues, which being stored by the system, and combining itself with calcium and magnesium, would accumulate in the bones in the form of phosphate of calcium and magnesium. 
